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The Scroll 
From Pastor Rob 
It is astounding how fast the summer has passed. Here we are in August. Our Cabarrus chil-
dren will back in school on the 13th. Our CMS students will be back on the 26th. Even though 
the weather and all else tells us summer is still in full swing, the season is coming to a close. 
For many of us, Labor Day weekend marks the end, switching over to fall and winding down 
the year. 
 
Man… 
 
It all goes too quickly… 
 
But, the turning season is also a time of new beginnings. Some of our children are embarking 
on grand new adventures—toddlers are beginning preschool; middle schoolers are now HIGH 
schoolers; some are beginning college; and some are old enough to be starting work—work 
that may well be a new vocation. Others of us are starting a new season of finding what sparks 
our passion for life. Others are embarking on new relationships. Some of us entered a new 
phase of life—I myself turned 60 this summer, and that feels significant—I am in a new place 
and stage. Some of us are looking with hope 
this fall—maybe the Panthers might actually 
be GOOD! And, is it possible? The Hornets 
might field a DECENT basketball team?  
 
That may be too much wishful thinking. 
 
The truth, though, is that God has new things 
in store for us as the summer winds down 
and fall approaches. God never ceases to be 
with us. God never ceases shaping us and 
sharpening us. God continually refines us. God continues to work with us so we might fulfill 
all the promise and possibility our lives encompass.  
 
Maybe this fall might be the chance to try something new at church. Maybe this is the year 
you read the WHOLE Bible. Maybe this is the year to sing in the choir. Maybe this is the year 
to join a mission project. Maybe this is the year you delve more deeply into prayer. Maybe 
this is the year you reach out to our homebound folks to keep them in the loop. 
 
The truth is that the possibilities are nearly endless.  
 
Come and see what God has in store for us. 
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   Hunter’s Thoughts 

Recently, Susan and I had the chance to visit Savannah for 3 three days - the first visit there for 
both of us.  The historic area is amazing - from its beautiful homes and stately live oak trees 
filled with Spanish Moss in the many residential squares to the vibrant waterfront area with its 
touristy but very fun shops and activities.  From the B&B where we stayed, we could              
comfortably walk anywhere - even late at night after taking a “Ghost” tour.   And the food was 
wonderful!  It was a great visit and we really enjoyed Savannah and it’s deep history. 

 

But in the midst of that history there was an undercurrent of sadness.  It is impossible to spend 
time on that riverfront area and not be aware of the thousands of people who arrived on these 
shores to be sold and owned.  As we learned the history of the cotton trade that had made  

Savannah, we heard about the thousands of slaves who made that cotton industry possible in 
the first place.  When we admired the beautiful homes on quiet streets, we were also told of 
the carriage houses and shacks in the back yards where people lived without choices or free-
doms.   

 

It caused me to stop and think about how we deal with our history-collectively and individually.  
As a whole, our nation and our culture have been arguing about how we address our past.  
What can we celebrate of the positive and what do we need to acknowledge of the negative.  It 
is a struggle that is far from finished and there is much passion involved. 

 

But it is the personal tussle with our individual past that can most affect our relationship with 
God, with ourselves, and with each other.  It seems we cannot grow and thrive without being 
honest with ourselves and with God about the challenges we have faced.  We will have had 
successes, but if you are anything like me, you’ve made many mistakes as well.  Thankfully, our 
God is a loving God who asks us not to dwell in our errors.  Instead, we must honestly confess 
them, place them in God’s hands, and know that through Christ’s forgiveness we can continue 
to move forward - enhancing God’s creation. 

What a blessing that we can be open about where 
we have fallen, how we have learned from that, and 
then how we have been forgiven to move ahead with 
the Holy Spirit. 
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August 2024 

 

Do you LOVE children, want to earn some 

extra money, and work with an amazing 

team in a Christian environment? If so, WE 

NEED YOU on our Substitute Teacher list. 

Please contact Kristy at 

kristym@mallardcreekchurch.org or call 

704-549-9741 for more information. 

We are busy preparing for the upcoming school year and anxiously waiting for our students to 

return and fill the hallways with their big smiles, laughter, and excitement again! God has 

blessed us with an awesome teaching staff, full classes, and long waiting lists and we cannot 

wait to get started! 

Even though the first day of school for our preschoolers is not until September, there is A LOT 

going on in the preschool this month. 

· Thursday, August 15th, from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.—New Hire Orientation. 

· Monday, August 19th from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.—Staff Orientation. 

· Thursday, August 22nd, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.—CPR/1st Aid                                                
(if you would like to attend this class, email kristym@mallardcreekchurch.org for more information.) 

· Wednesday, August 28th, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.—Open House for Pre-K Classes. 

· Thursday, August 29th, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.—Open House for 2’s & 3’s Classes. 

· Tuesday, September 3rd—1st Day of Preschool!  

THANK YOU for your continued support of our preschool as an outreach ministry program of 

Mallard Creek Presbyterian Church! Our mission is to provide a loving, learning, Christian en-

vironment where children can test themselves in their world, gain self-confidence, and develop 

as a whole person. At MCPCP, we emphasize the development of young children spiritually, 

mentally, emotionally, socially, and physically through a developmentally appropriate curricu-

lum under the leadership of experienced teachers. We look forward to working with our church 

family during this school year! 

 

 

Isaiah 41:10 “So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I 

will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand” 
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Transportation Will Be Available 

Ages 14 + 

Let’s End Food Insecurity 
Two long-standing non-profits with a rich history of fighting hunger, Loaves & Fishes and  

Friendship Trays, joined forces with a new name, Nourish Up. Lifting up our community 
through food, we provide groceries to our neighbors in need in Mecklenburg County  

through the largest network of food pantries in North Carolina, grocery home delivery,  

and delivering healthy meals each weekday through our Meals on Wheels program. 

https://nourishup.org/groceries/
https://nourishup.org/meals/
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“It’s not about the Quilts – It’s all about the Prayers” 

Prayer is a powerful tool that God has provided for us. But can you touch a 

prayer? Can you pull it close and feel its warmth and comfort? Well, you can 

answer that question with a definite “yes” if it’s part of a Prayer Quilt. 

In late June the Prayer Quilt Ministry gave out it’s 1,000th quilt. Our total 

to date is 1,005. The first quilt was given to David Ray Helms on October 

14th, 2013. This averages out to not quite 100 quilts a year!! 

The Prayer Quilt Ministry will begin meeting regularly again on Tuesday, 

September 10th in the dining hall at 9:30 AM. We welcome our regular mem-

bers back and look forward to seeing new faces that would like to participate 

in the Ministry. You don’t have to quilt, sew, or come anywhere near a needle 

or thread to participate. Along with sewers we need “pressers, cutters, pinners, 

as well as Pray-ers.” If you are not able to attend the meetings we have kits 

available that you can sew the quilt tops at home. 

Come and join us the 2nd Tuesday of each month Sept thru May from  
9:30 – 2:30 PM. We break for fellowship time and enjoy lunch together be-
tween 12:30 – 1:00 PM.          
  

Contact Sue Oehler (704-564-1555 or csoehler@bellsouth.net) or Doris 

DeArmon (704-787-2980 or dearmonrag@aol.com) for more information. 
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For those that are new to our Mallard Creek family, Backpack Blessings is a 

Presbyterian Women’s mission.  Every week we put together bags with non per-

ishable food to feed underprivileged families over the weekend who otherwise 

wouldn't get much to eat. We are currently feeding children from Parkside Ele-

mentary and University Meadows Elementary Schools. 

 

For the month of August we are collecting 

school supplies and gently used clothes. As 

you are getting ready for the cooler weather 

and going thru your children’s clothes, please 

remember these needy students who some-

times come to school not prepared for the 

weather.  Bins will be in the Gathering Space 

labeled "School Supplies and Clothing". 

Clothes sizes needed are 5T thru16.  The bin 

in the sanctuary for non perishable food remains. 

 

Thank you again for your continued support.  Without you we would not be able 

to help these schools.  If you are not able to donate items but want to assist with 

this ministry, please write a check made out to Mallard Creek Presbyterian 

Church and in the memo section write "Backpack Blessings." 

 

If you are interested in learning more about this mission program or what kind of 

food to donate, please call Maria Menconi 704-560-3961.  We usually meet on 

Wednesday morning to put these bags together.  

 

Thank you and God's blessings.  
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NEW CLASS! 

Beginning in September, a free eight-week workshop called “A Matter of Balance” will 
be held in the MCPC Dining Hall. The workshop is limited to 12 participants. 
  
At the May Lunch Bunch, the signup sheet quickly filled up, and we have added a second 
workshop due to the interest level! Below are the details: 
  
Thursday MOB Workshop: Begins September 12

th
 from 2pm to 4pm in the Dining Hall. 

We will skip BBQ day, so the final session will be on November 7
th
. 

  
Wednesday MOB Workshop: Begins September 18

th
 from 2pm to 4pm in the Dining 

Hall. We will skip the Wednesday before BBQ day, with the final session on November 
13

th
.   

 If you want to sign up or have questions, please call/text Keri Wass at 704-564-1590 
or email at keriwass86@gmail.com. If you signed up at Lunch Bunch, your name on 

mailto:keriwass86@gmail.com
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Special Prayers 

 

August 2024 

AUGUST OFFICERS ON DUTY 

 

                                      ELDERS: Jamie Garrison, Mark Johnson, Jack Miles 

                        DEACONS: Joe Crapster, Jordan Maddux, Charlotte McConnell, Lee McConnell 

Cy Alexander 

JW and Vivian Avant  

Linda Benfield   

Jackie Brand 

Ann Brown                                                                

Bobby  Brown                                                              

Donny Brown    

Ken and Suggie Christenbury                              

David Clemmer, Jr.     

Bill Cochran                                              

Ruby Downing   

Brenda Garrison  

 

Jean Helms                                                                 

The Family of Carlita Hunter   

Shirley Hunter  

Phyllis Jones 

Lynn Kelley 

Betsy Killian                                                                     

Merle King                                                         

Roy Kinnamon  

Cecil &  Beth Massey                                               

Dale & Lucy McLaughlin 

Pam Melton—Linda Wallace’s sister 

Steve Misenheimer 

Rob Moore                                                                                                                    

Donnie Oehler      

Judith Rankin   

Donna Seaford    

The Sheehan Family                                                                                                           

Lois Spradley                                                               

Nicole Stillman 

Earl Thomas    

Tracy Tucker                                                             

Juanita Untz  

Keri Wass      

Caroline Williams   
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