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The Gospel According to St. James 

It is my first ever installment for The Scroll.  What do you write about for an inaugural article in the church news-

letter?  James Brown, the Godfather of Soul, of course! 

James Brown, “the hardest working man in show business”, grew up in a church called the United House of Prayer 

for All People of the Church on the Rock of the Apostolic Faith.  Now that is a serious name for a church! You can 

tell those folks got after it when it came time to worship.  (You can also tell by the length of the name, there was 

no time keeping during the worship service-no one was checking their watch 60 minutes into the service, because 

they were just getting warmed up.) 

Growing up in the church was formative for Brown, and it shaped his life as a   performer.  He said,  

“When I’m on stage, I’m tryin; to do one thing-bring people joy.  Just like church does.  People don’t go to 

church to find trouble.  They go there to lose it.” 

That’s it!  We should all jump up and down, and cry out, and yell “hallelujah!’, 

and dance in the aisles at that word.  James Brown shows himself to be a 

great theologian here, because he understands church.  We are about joy! 

(Aren’t we?)  We are about helping folks lose trouble! (Aren’t we?) Church is 

all about those two things.  We proclaim the good news of Jesus; we wash 

people in baptism; we feed and fill people with communion; we encourage 

one another through fellowship and service to ‘’bring people joy”, and help 

folks “lose trouble”.  If we do that, if we focus every ministry, every initiative 

in that direction, we don’t need to worry about health, vitality, or growth.  They will all take care of themselves.  

They will be by-products and side effects. 

I think we should regularly say these things to ourselves: “we bring people joy, and help folks lose trouble”. I 

think we should remind each other (especially when we get fussy and carried away with business):                       

‘’we bring people joy, and help folks lose trouble”.  I think we should paint it and carve it on the walls, so we 

don’t forget: “we bring people joy, and help folks lose trouble”.  I think we should frame pictures of                       

St. James (Brown) and hang them around the place.  Wouldn’t hurt.  Because St. James (Brown) has spoken good 

news to our hearts here. 

(By the way, when I use this quote in a sermon, I want you all to pretend you’ve never heard it before.  You will be 

bringing me joy, and helping me lose trouble if you do.) 

Joy + peace (i.e. less trouble) 

Pastor Rich 
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First, we would like to extend a heartfelt welcome to Pastor Rich Lambert, our 
new Transitional Pastor, and April Patek, our new Director of Children and Fami-
ly Ministries!!! We are so excited to have both of you at Mallard Creek and look 
forward to getting to know you and work with you during the upcoming school 
year!  

 

Do you LOVE children, want to earn some extra money, and work with an amaz-
ing team in a Christian environment? If so, WE NEED YOU! WE ARE HIRING! We 
are looking for Substitute Teachers for the upcoming school year. If you are      
interested or know someone who is, please contact Kristy at 
kristym@mallardcreekchurch.org  or call 704-549-9741 for more information.  

 

We are busy preparing for the upcoming school year and anxiously waiting for 
our students to return and fill the hallways with their smiles, enthusiasm, and gig-
gles again! God has blessed us with an impressive teaching staff, full classes, and 
long waiting lists and we cannot wait to get started! 

 

In case you wondered where it went…the Preschool’s Children’s Library that 
was in the Education Building moved to the meeting room at the end of the 
long preschool hallway (under the church gathering space). 
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Even though the first day of school for our preschoolers is not until September 
8th, there is A LOT going on in the preschool this month.  

Wednesday, August 12th, at 10 a.m.—Child Protection Class for new hires. 

Monday, August 17th from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.—Staff Orientation. 

Tuesday, August 25th, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.—CPR/1st Aid (If you would like 
to attend this class, email Paige at paiget@mallardcreekchurch.org in ad-
vance to sign up.) 

Tuesday, September 1st, from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.—Staff Workshop Training 

Tuesday, September 1st, at 6 p.m.—Parent Orientation. 

Thursday, September 3rd, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.—Open House. 

Tuesday, September 8th—1st Day of Preschool! �  

 

THANK YOU for your continued support of our preschool as an outreach minis-
try program of Mallard Creek Presbyterian Church! We look forward to work-
ing with our church family again school year! 

 
Mallard Creek Presbyterian Church Preschool is a mission of Mallard Creek 
Presbyterian Church and our mission is to provide a loving, learning, Christian 
environment where children can test themselves in their world, gain self-
confidence, and develop as a whole person. At MCPCP, we emphasize the de-
velopment of young children spiritually, mentally, emotionally, socially, and 
physically through a developmentally appropriate curriculum under the lead-
ership of experienced teachers.  

 
 

 
 
 

Isaiah 41:10 “So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am 
your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my right-

eous right hand. 
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Dear Prayer Quilters, 

Thank you so much for the beautiful quilt.  I can feel the love and labor instilled in my quilt.  I love 

the music theme, too.  It will be forever cherished by me.  Your ministry is a true blessing to those 

you touch.  To God be the glory. 

           ...Don Killian 

MCPC Prayer Quilters, 

Thank you so much for the beautiful quilt and the prayers that came with it.   

Only with our faith is my family making it thru this. 

                                                                                                                                               ...Susie Householder 
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Bobby Brown Terri Garrison Elaine Lord 
Donny Brown Ben Hatton Kristy & Mike Maddux 

Christian Busch  Jean Helms Bebe McGee 

Alex Busch  Susie Householder                                                 Bobbie Misenheimer 

Bill Cochran Daisy Huber Donnie Oehler 

Sheila DeArmon Jane Isenhower Tommy Oehler 

Dawn Drye  Shirley Hunter John Potts 

Mary Jean Dowling Phyllis Jones Donna & Laney Seaford  

Guy Eberhart Betsy Killian Earl Thomas 
Rima Frika Karen Kosmoski Jane Thomas 

 Sheila Letica  

   

   
   

   
   
   
   

   

AUGUST OFFICERS ON DUTY 

 

ELDERS:  

Tommy Mitchell, Suzanne Curtis, 

Drew Dowling 

 

DEACONS:  

Lynn Davidson, Charlotte McConnell, 

Rima Frika, Lee McConnell 

 


